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Application/Control Number: 1 0/622, 1 54 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3653 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In Claim 1 , line 5, two terms are used, "number type" and "denomination." One 
term must be chosen for consistency. Further, it is unclear in lines 4-6 what is meant by 
the phrase "the denominations of the coins or banknotes... is determined for each 
numerical procedure." What is determined— the sum of coins of a particular 
denomination or the genuiness of a particular coin? Also, in line 8, what is the 
relationship between the "predetermined limit criterion" and the rest of the method? 

See also other occurrences in subsequent claims, such as Claim 4. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1 -27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fletcher (US 6,356,805 B1). 
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Fletcher discloses a vending machine having a currency validator/dispenser in 
which the number of a particular denomination of coins is calculated in the form of a rate 
or the number of coins of a particular denomination inserted over a particular number of 
previous vend transactions. See Fletcher, col. 5, lines 14-46. 

Although Fletcher does not disclose summing the number of a particular coin 
denomination used in a particular transaction, at the time of the invention, it would have 
been obvious to use such information as this information is encompassed by the 
number of denominations of a particular coin over "50 or 1 00 vends". See Fletcher, col. 
5, line 20. It would have been further obvious to have used the information as to the 
sum of coins of a particular denomination during a single transaction to determine fraud 
as vending systems are well-known to be subject to fraud attempts as they dispense 
items of value. 

Note that Fletcher's method uses a rate, which is considered a time-dependent 
function, in which the time period of sampling can be adjusted. 

Regarding Claims 14 and 25, official notice is taken that emergency notification 
of a fraud attempt in a vending machine is well-known. 

Regarding Claims 15 and 26, official notice is also taken that use of a digital 
camera to record the user of a vending machine during a fraud attempt is well-known. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Billington (US 6,615,970 B1) and King (US 6,902,049 B2 and US 
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6,886,680 B2) are cited as further examples of methods of curtailing fraud in vending 
machines. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey A. Shapiro whose telephone number is 
(571)272-6943. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM- 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald P. Walsh can be reached on (571)272-6944. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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